For over a thousand years, the Egyptian pyramids were considered
Joseph's granaries – and then, in the 30 Years War, death took over.
Marcel Pope’s 95 theses on Joseph's granaries, the Exodus route and
the end of the schism between faith and science.
First published in German on 31st October 2017

GRAIN ALIVE
OR OR
GRAVE DEAD

ON THE END OF

THE SCHISM BETWEEN

AND

BY MARCEL POPE

95 Theses on the End of the Schism
between Faith and Science
Part I

1

The Egyptian pyramids were built to store grain.

2

The so-called valley and funerary temples and the causeways to the
pyramids were originally needed for the logistics of grain distribution.

3

The massive structure of the pyramids is due to a time of famine. It
served as protection against climatic influences, pests and looting of
the storehouses.

4

Inside the pyramids dozens of silo-like cavities could be hermetically
sealed with stones.

5

Parallel to their progressive emptying most of the silos were filled with
sand to either prevent the ingress of air or for static reasons. That’s
why they are hardly detectable with radiography.

6

The charging and removal of the grain happened through shafts and
corridors, that are still visible nowadays.

7

The movement proceeded mechanically. Hundreds of finds testify to
this: movable stones, copper knobs, rope guide grooves in stones, etc.

8

Hieroglyphs half way covered by stone beams (Cheops relief chambers) are an indication that even mighty stones were mobile inside the
pyramids.

9

One needs an overdose of ergonomic creativity to interpret the narrow,
skewed and at times even vertical shaft structures, for example in the
Djoser or Menkaure pyramid, as gangways for humans.

10

The satellite pyramids are the respective 3D construction plans for the
large pyramids within the corresponding pyramid complex.

11

The distribution of the pyramids along the Nile is to be seen in connection with the size of the cropland and the population of the respective
valley section.

12

The pyramid towns with their bakeries and breweries were mainly
used to process the stored grain.

13

The accumulation of larger pyramids near the delta (Giza) can be explained by grain sales across the sea – the very context in which the
lighthouse of Alexandria was built.

14

The emergence of ancient trade routes - right up to the Silk Road dates to the time of the pyramids and the associated grain trade.

15

Grain buyers from abroad brought the idea of pyramids back to their
countries, where they built themselves similar structures.

Part II

16

The boat pits around some of the pyramids are construction sites for
boats, i.e. boatyards.

17

The ship-shaped boat pits were lined with wooden beams. Ropes and
pitch (resin) held the beams together. Under the weight of a sand-filling the boat was thus moulded.

18

Via the valley temple many of the pyramids were directly connected to
a dense network of canals, i.e. accessible by boat - both for grain deliveries and for customers.

19

These canals were built specifically for the pyramids or - as in the case
of Bahr Yussuf - for the irrigation of cornfields.

20

The name Bahr Yussuf refers to the biblical Joseph, the architect and
builder of the pyramids, which were all constructed under his rule as Vizier of Egypt.

21

In order to have the pyramids built within a suitable period of time, Joseph used manmade concrete. French chemist and materials scientist
Joseph Davidovits describes the manufacturing process.

22

In Egyptology Joseph is known as Imhotep, universal scholar, father of
architecture and medicine.

23

The culmination of the grain trade mentioned above was a seven-year
famine as described in the book of Genesis (7 years of great plenty and
7 years of famine).

24

With the famine stela, Egyptology knows an extra-biblical, though inaccurate, description of the events of that time.

25

There are no archaeological sources that justify the interpretation of
the pyramids as tombs. Early researchers were uncertain or divided
about their meaning (Pliny, Diodorus Siculus, Herodotus, etc.).

26

Ancient Authors that mention graves do that in a very short manner
(Strabo) and without stressing the idea, that the pyramids were primarily built as tombs.

27

While the purpose of the pyramids was unknown or controversial even
among the local Egyptian inhabitants, the early Christian church considered them as granaries. (see Gregory of Nazianzus)

28

Medieval reports from pilgrims to Jerusalem show that the pyramids
were not only but often seen as granaries also in Europe.

29

The Genesis mosaics in the narthex of St Mark's Cathedral in Venice depict the pyramids as granaries, as do other paintings of the early modern period.

30

The alternative interpretation as tomb stems largely from the simple
fact that apart from single accessible chambers no cavities could be
found.

31

The paradigm shift from granary to grave was completed under the impression of the late Thirty Years’ War, when the English mathematician
John Greaves wrote his ‘Pyramidographia’ (1646).

Part III

32

John Greaves justified his interpretation with the missing cavity and
with the fact that the pyramid represented a low-volume, therefore
unfavourable geometric form for a warehouse.

33

John Greaves and his supporters did not give any scientific reasons for
the grave interpretation. It was rather the vibe of that cruel war that
helped the idea of tombs to prevail.

34

Blinded by the Egyptomania that was breaking over Europe after Napoleon's expedition to Egypt, the young Egyptian researchers failed to
subject the tomb interpretation to a scientific examination.

35

Although science has it hard to explain all its findings against the backdrop of the grave interpretation, this working theory has since long become axiom.

36

The idea of assigning each pyramid to a specific pharaoh as burial place
is of recent date and theoretical nature.

37

It is based on fragile sources and questionable deliberations that are
not worth to be called scientific.

38

In not a single pyramid was ever a corpse found, which could unequivocally be assigned to a pharaoh.

39

As Egyptology gradually found out, the few signs for burials all originate from secondary burials.

Part IV

40

In Egyptology, the absence of more significant funerary objects within
the pyramids is explained by tomb raiding.

41

Simultaneously the massive construction of the pyramids, secret passageways, false doors and ingenious locking mechanisms are explained by security measures against grave robbers.

42

In the Valley of the Kings the graves were less intensively protected.
Nevertheless, scientists were able to dig whole graves there again and
again - as was the case with Tutankhamun.

43

That the well-protected pyramids are all said to have been raid, but the
less well-protected graves in the Valley of the Kings are partly untouched, is one of many discrepancies in the common interpretation.

44

In fact, the pyramids’ purpose was not to secure a mystical life in an
imaginary beyond, but the naked survival in the here and now, their
meaning is of quite earthly nature.

45

After depriving the Bible of its spiritual and cultural treasures, science
mystified the objects of Egyptological research: storage facilities became mythological graves and instructions for their building were interpreted as funerary texts with ritual content.

46

The ancient so-called kings lists which act as historical basis for the idea
of 31 Egyptian dynasties are not reliable enough to build the latter on
them.

47

Rather, it is necessary to examine whether those lists were not something quite different than annals: lists of regional names, nomes or nomarchs.

Part V

48

The figures – supposedly the duration of the respective government –
are more likely to indicate numbers or dates in connection with grain
supplies of the corresponding nomes.

49

The hitherto common idea of 31 dynasties, based on Manetho, is to be
rejected in this conventional sense.

50

Accordingly, the entire Egyptian chronology must be totally restructured and recalculated until the Third Intermediate Period.

51

Dozens of pharaohs will subsequently have to vanish as historical identities - probably also Cheops.

52

The use of the so-called Sothic Dating is misleading. A leap year was not
only not known in earlier Egyptian history, it was in fact not necessary.

53

Only an astronomic irregularity at the time of the Hebrew judge Joshua
made the introduction of a leap year necessary.

54

The Egyptian hieroglyphs were introduced in connection with the construction of the pyramids - as a means of communication within the
framework of that specific national effort.

55

The construction of dozens of pyramids at the same time required a
writing system that could be learned in very few time – a symbolic
typeface fulfilled that purpose at best.

Part VI

56

After introducing the hieroglyphics with a simple set of rules, this writing system developed further and became a bit more complicated.

57

Within the thrilling history of deciphering the hieroglyphs the scholar
Gustav Seyffarth played a role, which demands his posthumous rehabilitation as a scientist.

58

Compared to the decoding method proposed by J.F. Champollion, Seyffarth offered a slightly different one, which could change the meaning
of some inscriptions.

59

It should be examined whether Seyffarth's hieroglyphic code render
certain inscriptions more revealing with regard to the storing function
of the pyramids.

60

But also with Champollion's method the hieroglyphic pyramid texts
point to the preservation of life: Bread and beer occur again and again
and there is an enumeration of cereals like emmer and barley.

61

Researchers couldn’t yet find Imhotep's tomb because his (Joseph’s)
corpse was taken to the land of Canaan when the Hebrews left Egypt.
(see book of Exodus 3:19)

62

The Hebrew’s inhabitation in ancient Egypt is known to Egyptology as
the rule of the Hyksos - the shepherd kings, or the rulers of foreign
lands.

63

The Hyksos settled mainly in the Nile Delta and over time became superior to the Egyptians, in number and in power.

Part VII

64

The Egyptians succeeded in bringing the Hyksos, i.e. the Hebrews, into
distress, enslaving them, decimating them through child murders and regaining power over them.

65

With Moses - an Egyptian name - a Hyksos/Hebrew new-born escaped
the pharaonic death sentence through his hiding place in the Nile reeds.

66

The childless daughter or wife of the Pharaoh found the boy, regarded
him as a gift from the gods, declared him her child and educated him at
the court to become the future Pharaoh.

67

It remains to be examined to what extent the historical Moses had to do
with Tutankhamun - exciting hints in the family constellations and the
burial put the two in the same focus.

68

The 10 plagues under Moses mentioned in the book of Exodus are
known to Egyptology through their representation in the Papyrus
Ipuwer (Papyrus Leiden I 344).

69

The emigration of the Hyksos/Hebrews out of Egypt took place as it is
told in the book of Exodus – coordinated, in huge numbers and accompanied of other tribes.

70

The Sinai Peninsula was part of Egyptian territory at the time of this exodus, therefore it could not have been the scene of the Hebrew desert
tour.

71

Rather, they crossed the Sinai Peninsula in a few days and – coming
through Wadi Watir – the Red Sea at Nuweiba.

Part VIII

72

The crossing of the Red Sea without getting their feet wet is a miracle,
which to believe is going to overchallenge those who put human understanding over God.

73

The Egyptian army, which pursued the fleeing Hebrews, was drowned
in the floods of the Red Sea between Nuweiba and the Arabian Midian.

74

The first Hebrew camp outside Egypt was Marah in present-day Saudi
Arabia - the place on the national road from Tabuk to Haql is called AlSharaf (28°55'22''N/35°11'00''O).

75

Further camps such as Elim in Midian (today Tayyib al Ism:
28°34'09''N/34°49'56''O) are already defined, either traditionally by locals or in more recent times through researchers like Lennart Möller.

76

The biblical mount Sinai, Jabal Maqlā, where Moses got the Ten Commandements, is also located in northern Saudi Arabia, just south of
Jebel al Lawz (28°35'45''N/35°20'03''O).

77

Jebel al Lawz, the mountain of almonds, northern neighbour of Jabal
Maqlā, corresponds to the biblical Horeb, the scene of Elijah’s encounter with God.

78

At the foot of Jabal Maqlā, the Saudi authorities have fenced in an archaeological site: the remains of the altar of the legendary Golden Calf
(28°34'54''N/35°23'46''O).

79

Even the split rock from which, according to the biblical report, water
was flowing to supply the people now called Israel, is there:
28°43'23''N/35°14'20''O.

80

The Al-Saedini Fountain in Al-Bad is the place where Moses, the Egyptian prince, after escaping from a deadly fight with a guard, met the
daughter of the Midianite priest Jethro (28°29'07''N/35°01'07''O).

81

Jethro, also known as Reuel or Shuayb in the Quran, inhabited the still
existing cave settlement northwest of Al-Bad: 28°29'19''N/34°59'56''O.

82

The above-mentioned archaeological sites define exactly the area,
where modern Saudi Arabia is planning their megalopolis Neom.

83

The 40 years journey of the Israelites (Exodus) took place through
nearly all the Saudi Peninsula.

84

On ancient Arab maps, dozens of place names recall the passage of the
biblical 12 tribes that left people as settlers in various areas.

85

The over 3000 “enigmatic” archaeological stone formations found
throughout all Saudi-Arabia were animal enclosures and thus portray the
way of the Israelites with their flocks through the wilderness.

86

The renowned archaeologists I. Finkelstein and N. Silberman doubt the
biblical exodus because they couldn’t find any remnants on the Sinai
Peninsula. Their hasty conclusion cannot be regarded as well founded.

87

Throughout the centuries, several locations of Mount Sinai and the exodus route have been proposed; they all should get scanned before a
negative conclusion on the historicity of the Exodus can be drawn.

Part IX

88

Considering the scientific finds and the above outlined thoughts, the
biblical Exodus report as well as the Joseph story can be qualified as
historically "correct".

89

In the same way many other events described in the Bible perfectly fit
into what historians have found or even answer questions, where science is still groping in the dark.

90

In addition to dozens of previously unrecognized similarities, it will be
necessary to show for example that the historical Zoroaster/Zarathustra in fact is the biblical prophet Daniel.

91

The histories of Herodotus – often portrayed as the father of history –
may be helpful and interesting to study, but they are inferior to biblical
reports when it comes to scientific usability.

92

Biblical reports, due to their faithfulness to detail, their unagitated,
protocol-like language and their inner consistency, are to be revaluated as decisive sources for understanding human history.

93

Also many other fields of science, such as physics, genetics or neurology, move with their recent findings closer to biblical concepts than
ever before. The two entities are much closer than many assume.

94

As a result, the entire relationship of the sciences to the Bible will have
to undergo a radical change. After the linguistic turn and all its subsequent turns, it’s time for a biblical one.

95

The days of schism between faith and science are numbered.

Marcel Pope, October 31st 2017

